
The George Washington University Professional Psychology Program is pleased to announce our 
September 2022 Brown Bag presentation 

Sponsored by The Psychoanalysis and the Arab World Lab 

Prof. Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian 

Global Mental Health “Expertise”, “Therapeutic” Military Occupation and 
its Deadly Exchange 

How can we map, connect and trace the securitization of transnational mental health “interventions” and 
"collaborations"? How can the suffering of refugees, the wounding following natural disasters, or the smell of 
decomposing bodies mobilize broader international possibilities not only to promote the emotional well-being of 
those affected, but also to serve a securitized apparatus maintaining and exporting colonial occupation? 

My talk parcels out the broad range of questions on global mental health, sovereignty, security, and the 
resulting “deadly exchange” that arise when analyzing the cunning of global mental health programs. It examines 
the framing, production and performance of security regimes that create and encourage systems of racialized 
oppression. 

Prof. Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian- a Palestinian feminist, is the Lawrence D. Biele Chair in Law at the 
Faculty of Law-Institute of Criminology and the School of Social Work and Public Welfare at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem and the Global Chair in Law- Queen Mary University of London. Her research focuses on 
liberation psychosocial intervention, critical trauma studies, state crimes and criminology, securitized surveillance, 
gender violence, law and society and genocide studies. She is the author of numerous academic articles and books 
among them “Militarization and Violence Against Women in Conflict Zones in the Middle East: The Palestinian 
Case Study” published in 2010;  “Security Theology, Surveillance and the Politics of Fear”, published in 2015; 
“Incarcerated Childhood and the Politics of Unchilding”, published in 2019; all by Cambridge University Press. She 
also co-edited two books, the latest entitled: “When Politics are Sacralized: Comparative Perspectives on Religious 
Claims and Nationalism”, CUP 2021, and is completing an edited volume with Lila Abu-Lughod and Rema 
Hammami entitled: The Cunning of Gender Based Violence”, to be published with Duke University Press in 2023. 

In-person and on Zoom 
Friday, September 30, 2022 

2:00 PM — 3:50 PM 
1957 E Street, NW, Room 113 

https://gwu-edu.zoom.us/j/99440099545?pwd=TkJ4c0swR2Uwd2oyS2ZMMEkxL0d6dz09

